WORLD FM DAY

MEFMA hosts its
first World FM Day

270 professionals from the FM industry gathered
for the Middle East’s first ever World FM Day
celebrations hosted by MEFMA

M companies, their eends and

families gathered at the event, held

at the Dubat World Trade Cenlre

on Thursday Tuly 23, 0@ bid Lo
celebrate the industry's developmenis over
thie Tast year.

Celebrations were rife when il was
announced that Emeill had joined the ME-
FMA board as its tenth founding member,
In addition, Inava, Johnsoa Controls and
Fakhrudin FM had in fhat weel joined
MEFMA as corporate members, demon-
strating e prowing prescence of the body
i the region.

Presenter Stephen Dehime, congratulated
MEFMA on its achieveiments since its birth
it Auprust 2000 and (he achievements of ils
focus proups.

AED20,000

Raised through charity auction

210

Attendeas at MEFMA World FM event

2009

First ever World FM Day

910

Warld FM Day participants
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“It i= excellent what is being achieved by
the focus groups. The outcomes from ME-
FMA are really what this industry necds,”
sl Chebme.

Al A Suwaidi, senior FM manager
for Abu Dihabi Porls Company starbed
his speech with the powerlul messagye
“Pogrether we can,” going on o address how
MEFMA was bringing the FM industry
tagrether, allowing participants Lo listen to
and support ach other and commending
the indusiry on its recent achievermnents.

“Mission Impossible 4 was filimed here in
the Middle East.” started Al Suwaidi.

“Yes here, compared to the rest of the
wrld. Yes here, home of Ferrari World and
the Lallest tower.

“A year has pone by with amazing
achievements. All of us are proud of these
achievemenlts but it is not the end = it is
just the beginning.”

Al Suwaidi addressed the need for the
FM companies to learn, not only from each
othier, Biil frodn mtermations] best praciice.
He looled forward te a time when the
Middle East FM industry would work with
the International Industry as well as the
regional industry.

Al Suwandt's desire of working withs the
iternational FM indusiry was echoed by &
video, containing recorded messapes from
FM professionals on the five conlinents
that were cebebrating World FM Day.

(Flobal FM Chair, Teena Shouse, inteo-
duced the video with a powerfil statement
that eaptured the attention of the audience
in the roony: “This is our day to celebrate,”

The seres of worldwide events high-
lighted the socioeconomic role of effec-
tive facility management irdesigiong,
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operating amd maimlaining a sustaimable
built enviromment for future penerations.

Inn Paris, World I'M Day took place at
the headguarters of Phillps. Guests were
invited Lo attend a conference, ollowed by
a cocktail party on the terrace.

London held an FM Quizand barbecue
hosted by the British Institute of Facili-
ties Management's FMV ol the Year, Tulie
Kortens. Breakfasts and luncheons weére
served at four lecations across Aunstralia as
part of its World FM Day confribution.

The winners of theGlobal FM Awards
of 2011 were also anfouiced via thevidleo
link on the night..

In & bid to address the issue of data
sharing within the industry, an issue that

18 Aupest 201

“A year has gone by with
amazing achievements.
All of us are proud of
these achievements but
it is not the end — it is
just the beginning."

MEFMA is currently priovitising, the andi-
ence received ademonstration of how i
share best practice in the conumunity.
Board member and CEQ of MMG,
Youssef Abillama, presented a case stady
carried out by MMG of a green audit for
Bylilos Bank Headoguarters in Lebanon.

Il comprised of lour eomponents,
ecnergy, waler and wastewalet], indoor enve
ronmental quality and waste management.

*This'is needed to plan a sustainability
and development policy, an area which FA
hias a big part to play in,” said Abillama.

Thetaudience watched as Abillama
revealed that the audil fownd over [illeen
cnergy efficient measures which could be
implemented, resulting in savings of ovér
SLO0,D00 i ener gy costs,

Abillma stressed that it was nol enoegh
bo just put the measures in place and that,
oince established, they had to be monitosed
and maintained through the implementa-
tion of key performance indicators,

“It iz important to benchmark the mea-
sures from vear to vear as well as putting
them i place,”™ he said.
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WORLD FM DAY

“Rapsing awarefessin the vounger

A quiz based on FM persuaded the audi peneration of whatthey can actually do to

ence o get their thinking.caps an. Up for "REISIHE dwareness in b more envicgnmentally responsible is a
grabs was an {Pod Tor each guest on the the younger ge neration coreMEFMA objective ™ said Al Suwaidi.
winning lable. The Emrilltable was the of what IhE}' can “Thie pupils at Dedra International
lucky winner at the end of the evening. Sehool réally got te grips with the theme
A charity agetion of children’s arpaork a[:tl.la“':lf do to hE and produced some greal pieces, in turn
rounded off the eveing, The paimtings maore EI‘I"JITDHH‘IBM&"H’ making o valuable and tangible contribuo
and collages, ereated By children al e respo I'IEil]lE ig a core fion to the society we live in”
[heira International Sehool, were themed . —] He concluded with 2 final speech, advis-
around the buill environment and were MEFMA l.'lh]ﬂl:tl’h'ﬂ ing that although MEFMA had come a
airned al raising awareness of the effecis long way in its frst vear, iU's work was far
of global warming. The paintings raked in from over.
over AED20.000 along with donations, for Emill, MAF Dalkia, Al-Shirawi, MM, "Together we can,” he reiterated, sup-
the Make a Wish foundation. Imdaad, MEFMA, Farnek Avireal, Deira gesting that the success and growth of the
The Make a Wish foundation, which was  International School, Ali Al Swwaidi, and facilities managenent community in the
the charity chosen by the children, grants Steve Oehime were among the puests that Middle East relied on the commitment and
a wish to a terminally ill child somewhere won bids, walling away with a piece of contribution from each member invoheed
i1 the world every thirty minutes: artwork on the night. i thie industry. ME
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